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Showroom Dunnies

Phe design group Showroom Dammics,
made np of Abigail Line, Brigite
Stepputtis and Bab Pain, have o talent

for turning dlseurbing and odd fmagery
mnto unth reatemng and strangely beautful
wall-coverings. The highliche of their 2003
lawneh shew was g coom with s wooden
fireplace couted in macilive skeleon iles
andl surrounded by o mural-sized black and
white photo of s voleanic eruption. This
freese frame of nature fury lends an eene
stillness o the space. Another sonm foatured
s cashmere-covered bed with laueds, dogs
and bugs Aanked on cither side by lightning
bl The eleetric storm s mirrored on
either side of the hed- giving it a surrea

quality, Despite the initial jolt, this horrific

ingery always reimains subordinate m
Showroom Dummies” sophisticated designs
atd when incorporated as desion elements,
these imiges lose much of their hive, Their
taste for predominandy stack black and white
motifs is softened by their taste For lusurions
and homely materials,

Their Skefetom wallpaper and matching
clhair covers, coalane the homoerous,
the gothic and the contempory. A model
caravan, which theyv decorated has an
wicharacteristically D21Y feel b inchodes
recurting thernes such os the echeekerbosrd,
shkulls and coffing, in a more varied colour
palerte, Otherwallpaper designers tend
tix eoneeal sueh controversial fmages in more
traditional forms or sogale them in along
with more innoeent fare, but Showroom
Dummies Havnt the strange and frightening
anel somehow manage todomesticate it
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Vidirmic Braperss Murald, Looeon, 1004
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Skeletary Hadipaper, London, 2003
Photagraph by lulion Dedid,

Chywposite
Veeleetion of derails from their L
instailation, sooh.
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